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Mr. Duane Heaton 
Deputy Project Officer 
Emergency Support Section 5HS-12 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Dear Mr. Heaton: 

nn Aiicrust 24 1990 the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

and conducted on August 29, 1990. 

The Plymouth Center site encompasses a large tract of land 
(approximately 800 acres) northwest of the intersection 
Mile Road and Sheldon Road in Nortdiville ToTOship Human 

Divllopm^nf^hfcThoisef'mentally "and Phy|ically handicapped 

r?-— sS been closed down since 1980 and the majority of the buildings have 
since been abandoned. 

The complex is currently owned and maintained 
Since the complex closed down, there have been frequent "ports 
vandalism and looting, and the Northville ̂ oraship Fire Department 
(NTFD) has been called to the site several times to contain fires 
as a result of suspected arson. 

on August 24, 1990 a Wayne County Sheriffs 
routine patrol of the Plymouth Center complex f®"| 
padlock on the boiler building which .P"''^^®to fSthe^ 
the entire complex. Upon entering the building to further 
investigate, the officer immediately began to 
of irritated eyes, throat, and skin. The office NTFD 
building and called the NTFD. Upon arriving at the sit^^ Nif" 
fireman entered the boiler building and 

.symptoms similar, to the Wayne County Sheriff's P?P"^y-
requested assistance from the Western Wayne County Hazmat (WWCH) 

Roy F. Weston, Inc. 

lac. C.C. Johnson & MoJhotra, P.C. Resonrco AppUcations, Inc. V 

and ILE. Sarriera Associates 
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NTFD Chief Toms ^ Wayne Countv i (WCDPS) 
Industrial Service Dollhopf that ci^ department (WCHD.) 
tfttery acfd^Pread sodl'^fs^ove?^^"/ust 
mitigative actions t t^^enent of the bu^'l J^- spilled 
representativfsSLi^s®'^ taken since thi?" further 
hired by wavn "Jnelzer inforaed osc nrtiiu tiae. . WCDPS 

-Although the KTFh t^e'^s^^^f 

or tne boiler building 

Hft^ca <3, /?ii 

since the incident on August 24, there was not continuous security 
provided at the site. 

NTFD Assistant Chief Rosselle informed the TAT and OSC of labelling 
information taken off the drums in the building by WWCH personnel 
during the response on August 24, 1990. Most of the drums 
contained products manufactured by Dearborn Chemical Company and 
included compounds called "Dearsol 30", "Alkafilm" and "Super 
Filmeen-22". TAT member Capone used a mobile phone and contacted 
Dearborn Chemical Company to obtain more information on the hazards 
of these products. TAT member Capone spoke with Dr. Hwa of 
Dearborn Chemical who sj:ated that the above mentioned compounds 
were no longer produced by Dearborn Chemical. Dr. Hwa further 
stated that the "Alkafilm" and "Super Filmeen-22" were relatively 
non-toxic, inert products used to prevent boiler corrosion Dr 
Hwa also cautioned that the "Dearsol 30", a chlorinated hydrocarbon 
art5»^ compound used as a fuel oil combustion catalyst, may 

producing toxic va^rl P°tentially 

conversation with Dr. Hwa, osc Dollhopf and TAT 
entered the boiler building in Level B personal 

enterfni conditions on the inside. Upon 
Ind obvious siii e TAT observed poor housekeeping conditions 
and obvious signs of vandalism. The TAT and OSC inspected the 
basement of the building and made the following observations: 

° ® mounted rack containing approximately 60 
^nteni^' appeared to have leaked their 
cover^rt -^-K / ''®®" previously 
covered with soda ash by K4D personnel to neutralize the 

° the^ improperly stored throughout 
the basement (total of approximately 20) . Labelling 

tJiat several of these contained a 
compound manufactured by the Dearborn Chemical Company 
"Wklfilm"T^°^.c drums were labelled 

"Super Filmeen-22". There were also 2 
d^s which contained open tops and were full of an oily 
Therl wo other drums were labelled "corrosive". 
d^L" of obvious leakage from any of the 

° annelrorr smaller containers which 
ppeared to contain paints, lacquers, and thinners. 

InlicaL^^CGlf air monitoring with a combustible gas 
-unit, and a Sensidvn^^WHiootI^^°" "^ftector (HNU) , a Photovac TIP 

y hydrochloric acid monitor. No readings above 
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background were observed on any of the instruments throughout the 
building. OSC Dollhopf also observed a bag of material which he 
thought may contain asbestos. 

During the inspection of the building, OSC Dollhopf and the TAT 
documented conditions which met the factors outlined in paragraph 
(b)(2) of Section 300.415 of the National Contingency Plan (NCP), 
which shall be considered in determining the appropriateness of a 
removal action. Specifically: 

o Actual or potential exposure to hazardous substances or 
pollutants 05 contaminants by nearby populations, 
animals, or food drain; 

o Hazardous substances or pollutants or contaminants in 
drums, barrels, tanks, or other bulk storage containers 
that may pose a threat of release. 

The TAT and OSC observed obvious signs of leaking battery acid in 
the boiler building basement. This condition, combined with the 
documented improper storage of drummed wastes, some of which may 
react with the spilled acid, created an actual/or potential threat 
of release. Although the boiler building at the Plymouth Center 
complex is no longer actively maintained, some of the surrounding 
buildings are occupied and are connected to the boiler buildir.g 
through a series of underground heating tunnels. This condition, 
compiled with the documented frequent vandalism of the boiler 
building, created an actual and/or potential threat of exposure to 
the public health. 

Upon exiting the building, the OSC and TAT met with WCDPS 
representatives, WCHD representatives, NTFD Assistant Chief 
Rosselle, and Ken Markey with K&D Industrial Services (contractor 
for Wayne County) to discuss Wayne County's plans for mitigating 
the threats posed by the conditions inside the boiler building. 
WCDPS representatives Stanley Wyre and Tom Schmelzer agreed to 
immediately make arrangements to implement the following cleanup 
measures at the site: 

o Secure all entrances to the building including the 
underground heating tunnels; 1/ 

o Provide-on site security. 

o Dismantle and overpack all batteries located in the 
basement; 

o Segregate, restage, sample, and overpack all drums 
containing material in the building; 
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battery acid; 

sample the bag of suspected asbestos containing material; 

collect and dispose of all small containers in the 
building; 

Arrange for and complete disposal of batteries, drums, 
and collected soda ash/debris. 

agreed to provide oversight during the cleanup activities. 

Should you have any questions, or require additional information, 
please feel free to contact us. 

Very truly yours, 

•ROV F. WESTON, INC. 

MAeclL,L2 

(=ee-Daniel t^one 
Environmental Scientist 

^ William R. Doyle 
Technical Assistance Team 
Leader, Region V 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE REMOVAL AND PREVENTION 
EPA CONTRACT 68-01-7367 

Mr. Duane Heaton 
Deputy Project Officer 
Emergency Support Section, 5HS-12 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
230 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

September 30, 1990 

TAT-05-G2-02283 

EE: Plymouth Center, Northville, Michigan 
TDD# 5-9009-06 

Dear Mr. Heaton: 

On September 11, 1990, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(U.S. EPA) tasked the Technical Assistance Team (TAT) to monitor 
the potentially responsible party (PEP) removal activities at the 
Plymouth Center site, in Northville, Wayne County, Michigan (Figure 
1) . This letter report summarizes the removal activities conducted 
by the PEP and the TAT activities pursuant to this task. 

The Plymouth Center site encompasses a large tract of land 
(approximately 800 acres) northwest of the intersection of Five 
Mile Eoad and Sheldon Road in Northville Township. The site was 
the former location of the Plymouth Center For Human Development 
which housed mentally and physically handicapped children and young 
adults. Several buildings are situated throughout the site. The 
Plymouth Center For Human Development has been closed since 1980 
and the majority of the buildings were abandoned. 

The complex is currently owned and maintained by Wayne County. 
Since the complex closed, there have been frequent reports of 
vandalism and looting, and the Northville Township Fire Department 
(NTFD) has been called to the site several times to contain fires 
resulting from suspected arson. 

On Au^st 24, 1990, a Wayne County Sheriff's Deputy and a fireman 
- experienced irritation of the eyes, throat, and skin after entering 
the boiler building at the site to investigate potential vandalism. 
The Western Wayne County Hazmat (WWCH) team responded to the site 
and determined that a bank of leaking batteries in the basement of 
the building was the source of the noxious vapors. WWCH personnel 
also noted approximately 20 drums in the basement containing boiler 
cleaning compounds and corrosive materials. KSD Industrial 
Services was contracted by the NTFD to assist in mitigating the 
threats posed by the site. KSD personnel spread soda ash over the 
spilled battery acid. 

-i 

The U.S. EPA was notified of the sitoati^^by 
?LS"t"e' S « two"™ lhr.°i" ation, »t U.S. EPA assistance 
was declined by the NTFD. 

.Tter failing to -rce Wayne County (F^^to 

"aristrnfe^n^'itigating'the threats posed by 
lompte^boiler building. site on August 
and the TAT conducted a release in the Plymouth Center 
29, 1990, the results of whi^ are d . Wayne County 
Release Investigation report (TDD * immediate cleanup 

"•iJo'? tS-S%=r.oViviti..'"^n sapt—t ii, »S0. 
• i-be Plvmouth Center site on 

TAT member Andrea ^bompson vis activities conducted by 
September 11, 1990 to monitor the cl|®nu^ „anor, the site 
Wayne County to J^ous Materials Manager for Wayne 

"facilitrwtth'^Mr^'^ano^^^^^ the finowing activities were 

documented: 

O Ths bank of ''A"®bies in sold\y Wayne 

alfd"h'3U-^=d np, exoepE "f 

half of a bag which still reinained. 

o Th. =S-,.llon dfw Which wetVnYISU'tn'S: 
removed from the basement, . The drums had been 
first floor of the boiler build g ^ county's Air 
sampled and samples were sent Michigan, for 
Pollution control Laboratory, in A« 
analysis. ;r 

A 24 hour site security guard was present on site. 

pesticides that had been f^^/S.e^oilS'builSng 

containers). 

Small containers which 5^-Vall°"^ 
thinners had been composited into a 5S g 

o 

o 

Roy F. Weston, Inc. 
MAJOR PROGRAMS DIVISION 
In Association with ICF Technology, Ihc, CO. Johnson & Malhotra, P.C, Resource Applications, Inc., 
and R.E. Sarriera Associates 
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industrial absorbent. This activity had been conducted 
in the adjacent maintenance building. 

o Small containers which contained the paints, lacquers, 
and thinners had been cleaned and disposed of by Wayne 
County. 

On September 27, 1990, a site meeting was held between TAT member 
Thompson, Mr. Manor and John Kamphius of WCDPS, and Fire Chief 
Robert Toms and Assistant Fire Chief Rick Rosselle from NTFD, to 
discuss the current activities and progress that had taken place at 
the Plymouth Center site. 

During the meeting, the TAT documented that the following 
additional activities had been conducted by the PRP: 

o The pesticides from the grain elevator had been placed 
into a 55-gallon drum, however, the material had not been 
sampled yet. 

o The paint mixture drum containing the composited paint 
wastes had been moved into the boiler building and staged 
for security purposes. 

o Mr. Manor was currently investigating disposal options 
for all the drummed waste on site. He was additionally 
evaluating the possibility of moving the drummed wastes 
to an alternative NTFD or Wayne County building so that 
24 hour security could be discontinued at the Plymouth 
Center site. 

Should you have any questions, or require additional information, 
please feel free to contact us. 

Very truly yours, 

ROY F. WESTON, INC. 

DC/ec 
Attachment 

Daniel Capbne ; 
Environmental Scientist 

\hz. William R. Doyle 
Technical Assistance Team 
Leader, Region V 
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WAYNE COUNPr' DEPARTMENT OF PUBUC SERVICES 
ENGINEERING DIVISION 

EDWARD K McNAMARA 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

G.E SIEMERT, P.E 
DIRECTOR AND COUNTY HIGHWAY ENGINEER 

P13) 224-7768 

CERTIFIED MAIL-
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

October 1, 1990 

Ms. Carol A. Graszer 
U.S. EPA - Region V 
Emergency Support Section 5HS-12 
'230 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Dear Ms. Graszer: 

Re: Plymouth Center Facility, Northville Township, Michigan 

This letter is to update you on the current status stemming 
from your Agency's PRP letter of September 13, 1990 from Mr. Robert 
J. Bowden, and to provide clarification of what constitutes the 
site. 

The site is the County property on the west side of Sheldon 
Road which consists of fallow agricultural and wooded land with 
numerous abandoned buildings which comprised the Plymouth State 
Home and Training School. The County also owns property on the 
east side of Sheldon Road which was the Wayne County Child 
Development Center, an orphanage for retarded children, was 
acquired at another time and is a completely distinct and separate 
site and facility. 

The current status of the Northville site is as follows: 

1. All buildings have been surveyed. All 
hazardous chemicals were transported to 
maintenance building for commingling. As is 
evident from the attached list, chemicals 
encountered were almost all paints, sealers, 
etc. They were subsequently secured in the 
switching building. 

2. Hank Maciejewski, an EPA Region V, Certified 
RCRA inspector, personally inspected our 
commingling operation, and determination of 

415 CUFFORD 
DETROIT, Ml 48226 

(313) 224-7600 
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